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SUBJECT: REPLECTIONS ON THE REMOVAL OF CENSORS PROM O ESTADO 

REF: A. SAO PAULO 65 
B. RIO DE JANEIRO 61 

1. THE ELEMENTS OP THE BARGAIN STRUCK BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE MESQUITAS-IP INDEED THERE HAS BEEN ANY- HAVENOT BEEN WIDELY 
DISSEMINATED EVEN AMONG RANKING O ESTADO STAPF MEMBERS. THAT A 
NUMBER OP CONTRADICTORY VERSIONS ARE CIRCULATING AMONG THE STALE 
WITH RESPECT TO THE IMMEDIATE STEPS THAT LED TO THE CENSORS' 
WITHDRAWAL APPEARS TO BE DUE TO THE FACT THAT THE MESQUITAS ARE 
HOLDING THIS INFORMATION VERY CLOSELY. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IT 
WAS NOT UNTIL THE JANUARY 12 EDITION THAT O ESTADO MADE ANY REFERENCE 
TO THE WITHDRAWAL OF CENSORS AND THEN ONLY DID SO INDIRECTLY, QUOTING 
AN AMERICAN PERIODICAL AS THE SOURCE OP THIS INPORMATION. NOR HAS 

THE NEWSPAPER COME OUT WITH THE SYMBOLIC TWO-COLUMN EDITORIAL, 
WHICH IN THE PAST WE HAVEBEEN TOLD WOULD BE RESERVED POR THE DAY 
WHEN CENSORSHIP HAD DEPINITELY ENDED IN BRAZIL. 
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2. ACCORDING TO 0 ESTADO MANGING EDITOR OLIVERIROS PERREIRA, THE 
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WITHDRAWAL OF CENSORS WAS A COMPLETELY UNILATERAL ACT ON THEPART OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. IT WAS ACCOMPANIED BY AN APPARENTLY UNSUCCESSEUL 
ATTEMPT ON THE GOVERNMENT'S PART TO EXTRACT THE MESQUITAS' 

AGREEMENT TO ABIDE BY TELEPHONE INSTRUCTIONS INDICATING WHICH 
STORIES COULD NOT BE PRINTED. THE ANSWER THE MESQUITAS SENT BACK, 
ACCORDING TO EERREIRA, WAS THAT THEY WOULD ASSENT TO THIS PRACTICE 
ONLY "WITHIN THE LIMITS OF OUR CONSCIENCE". 

3. WERE THE MESQUITAS TO ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE GOVERNED BY 
GOVERNMENT-PRODUCED LISTS OF FORBIDDEN STORIES- WHETHER IMPARTED 
IN WRITING OR OVER THE TELEPHONE- THIS WOULD, OE COURSE, AMOUNT TO 
ACQUIESCENCE IN SELE CENSORSHIP, WHICH IS PRECISELY WHAT ESTADO HAS 
REJECTED UNTIL NOW. EERRERIA, HOWEVER, MAINTAINS THAT NO EURTHER 
PHONE CALLS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED SINCE JANUARY 6, SO THAT IN EFEECT 
ESTADO IS PRESENTLY OPERATING WITHOUT ANY AGREED UPON RESTRAINT 
OTHER THAN ITS OWN JUDGMENT AS TO WHAT IS FIT TO PRINT. IF HIS ACCOUNT 

IS ACCURATE, ESTADO AND THE GOVERNMENT HAVE ENTERED INTO A TRANSITORY 

EXPERIMENTAL STAGE IN WHICH THE GROUND RULES HAVE YET TO BE CLEARLY 
ESTABLISHED. BUT ONE WHICH HAS NOT REQUIRED ANY EUNDAMENTAL RETREAT 
ON ESTADO'S PART. THE MESQUITAS REPORTEDLY INTEND TO MEET THIS WEEK 
WITH JUSTICE MINISTER EALCAO IN AN ATTEMPT TO CLARITY THESE 
PARAMETERS FURTHER. 

4. AN INTRIGUING QUESTION IS WHAT ARE THE LIMITS OE THE MESQUITAS' 
''CONSCIENCE''OR "IDEOLOGICAL ERAMEWORK. " IT MAY BE THAT THE 
MESQUITAS ARE CONVINCED THAT GEISEL HAS SINCERELY TAKEN THE ROAD OE 
SLOW BUT SURE DECOMPRESSION AND THEIR PAPER MAY BE WILLING TO 
IMPOSE SELE RESTRAINT WITH REGARD TO CERTAIN SUBJECTS IN THE 
INTERST OE EURTHERING SUCH A RELAXATION, EOR EXAMPLE, THE 
MESQUITAS APPEAR TO BE DOWNPAYINGTHE EEFECTS OE THE RECESSION IN 
THE UNITED STATES AND CURRENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IN BRAZIL. 

O ESTADO HAS, HOWEVER, CONTINUED TO ATTACK THE GOVERNMENT COEFEE 
POLICIES AND TOERHERS WHICH IT REGARDS AS SMACKING OE "JACOBIN " 
TENDENCIES. 

5. IN THE POLITICAL SPHERE, ESTADO STAEF MEMBERS UNANIMOUSLY ARE 

OE THE OPINION THAT THE NEWSPAPER WILL NOT FAIL TO REPORT POLICE ABUSE 
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IN NATIONAL SECURITY CASES, SHOULD THEY OCCUR, THEY CITE AS 
JUSTIEICATION EOR THIS VIEW ESTADO'S HANDLING (JANUARY 12) OE POLICE 
BRUTALITY IN A NON-POLITICAL CRIMINAL CASE IN PORTO ALEGRE IN WHICH 
THE NEWSPAPER PROMINENTLY USED THE WORD "TORTURE" AND SPECIFICALLY 
MENTIONED, REPORTEDLY EOR THE EIRST TIME, THE PARTICULAR DEVICE 
UTILIZED (PAU DE ARARA). ALSO, DESPITE WARNINGS FROM THE 
CENSORS, ESTADO REPORTEDLY PRINTED A STORY ABOUT A BANK ROBBERY, 
CITING THE AMOUNT OE MONEY STOLEN. 
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6. IN LIEU OF A MORE DEFINITIVE UNDERSTANDING WITH BRASILIA, 

O ESTADO MAY BE ABLE TO GET ALONG WITHOUT GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE 
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THERE DEVELOPS A SENSITIVE STORY OVER WHICH THE 
PAPER AND THE GOVERNMENT FUNDAMENTALLY DISAGREE ON COVERAGE. 

THIS MAY NOT OCCUR UNTIL AFTER MARCH 15, WHEN THE NEXT CONGRESSIONAL 
SESSION BEGINS. WHEN THE SESSION BEGINS, THE MOB WILL HAVE TO 
DECIDE, FOR EXAMPLE, WHETHER IT WILL PUSH FOR A CPI INQUIRY INTO THE 
TORTURE CASES. (ANOTHER AREA READY MADE FOR MDB EXPLOITATION 
IS ALLEGED CORRUPTION DURING THE MEDICI PERIOD). WE DO NOT RELIEVE 
THE GOVERNMENT WILL ACCEPT PUBLIC AIRING OF THE POLITICAL PRISONER 
CASES, NOR CAN THE MESQUITAS HOPE TO RETAIN THEIR CREDENTIALS 
AS PARAGONS OF THE FREE PRESS MOVEMENT IF THEY EVADE THIS ISSUE. ALL 
OF 

THIS CASTS SERIOUS DOUBT OVERTHE PROSPECTS FOR A PERMANENT END TO 
CENSORSHIP OF O ESTADO. THE TEST, WHEN IT COMES, MAY REQUIRE THE 
GOVERNMENT TO MARCH ITS CENSORS BACK INTO THE 0 ESTADO. 

7. IN THE MEANWHILE, THE OTHER NEWSPAPERS WHICH STILL ARE 
PARTICIPATING IN THE SELF-CENSORSHIP PROGRAM CAN NOT BE PLEASED IF 
ESTADO SCOOPS THEM ON BITS AND PIECES WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN FORBIDDEN 
TO PRINT. ALREADY, WE UNDERSTAND THAT JORNAL DO BRASIL HAS PROTESTED 
TO BRASILIA ESTADO'S APPARENT PRIVILEGED POSITION, VEJA'S 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF , MINO CARTA, WAS SENT TO BRASILIA LAST WEEK TO 
ASCERTAIN, IN LIGHTOF THE LIFITING OF CENSORSHIP AT ESTADO WHETHER 
THE MAGAZINE STILL HAD TO SUBMIT ITS COPY TO THE CENSORS FOR PRIOR 
APPROVAL. CARTA REPORTEDLY WAS TOLD THAT CENSORHIP WAS STILL IN 
EFFECT FOR MEJA. 
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